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The Importance of  
Fire Safety



The three most common causes of �re are 
oil or grease �res that start in the kitchen, 
overloaded electrical circuitry, and the 
open �ame of a candle or the embers of a 
cigarette. Most of these �re dangers are 
easily avoidable if certain precautions are 
implemented, as outlined below.

Kitchen Fires: 
Kitchen �res, most typically caused by oil 
or grease in or on top of the oven, usually 
start when someone wanders o� or gets 
distracted while cooking. Every kitchen 
should have a portable �re extinguisher 
handy. All members of the household 
should be well versed in pulling it o� its 
bracket, aiming at the �re and pulling the 
trigger. Become familiar enough with its 
operation that its use is an instinctual 
response. 

Overloaded Electrical Circuitry: 
If you are repeatedly tripping a circuit 
breaker, it’s overloaded. Heaters, clothes 

dryers and other appliances all draw a lot 
of electricity and are liable to overload a 
system if piled on with the use of multiple 
extension cords or power strips. No 
electrical power supply cord or wall outlet 
should be HOT to the touch. If you have 
any doubts about the safety of your 
electrical outlets or wiring, contact your 
manager, super or handyman.

Open Flames and Cigarettes: 
The open �ame of a candle or the 
smoking ember of a cigar or cigarette are 
common causes of house �res. Not 
infrequently, residents fall asleep while 
smoking, allowing embers to drop to the 
carpet or the bed, and ignite. A forgotten 
candle that shrinks down to its base can 
superheat the surface it rests on, starting 
a smoldering �re that can lead to a blaze. 
Be extremely vigilant with any open 
�ame, whether it be the stove, candle, 
cigarette or cigar.

Be sure your apartment has a working set 
of smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors. Check detectors monthly and 
replace their batteries at least twice a 
year. 

Check Out Our 
NEW WEBSITE

has been redesigned to be easier 
to navigate, less cluttered, and 

more user friendly. You can look up 
the name and phone number of 
your property’s managing agent 
using the search function on our 
Contact Us page. You’ll �nd quick 

links to our Blog, videos and social 
media pages, as well as all our 

a�liate companies, from 
brokerage to mortgages.

NEW WEBSITE

Ellimanpm.com

Members of the DEPM Management Team enjoyed meeting board members at The Cooperator's Co-op & Condo Expo this 
Spring. And one lucky visitor won an Apple Watch! From left to right: VPs Toni Hanson, Larry Vitelli, Tom Usztoke, Managers 
Jillian Berman, Cassandra McKaba, and Caroline Bouckaert with VP John Janangelo.




ONLINE PAYMENT & E-BILLING!
To pay online, visit ellimanpm.com and 
click on Make Payments. Use e-check, 

MasterCard, Visa or American Express to 
pay, or set up automatic payments 

or reminders.

Email us at ebill@ellimanpm.com with your 
full name, eight-digit account number and 
email address to set up your account and 

receive your monthly bill via email. 



facebook.com/DouglasEllimanPropertyManagement
twitter.com/EllimanPM

Keep abreast of money-saving tips, 
DEPM management info, ways to 

improve your building, special o�ers, 
contests and more! 
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NYC’s New Ban on Electronics Disposal

DEPM Videos Highlight 
Our Strengths

If you live in a building of more than ten 
units, your property is entitled to free 
“room cleanout” service by the New York 
City Department of Sanitation, under their 
new “e-cycleNYC” program. These 
buildings can collect and store unwanted 
electronics and arrange for pick-up by 
calling 212-437-4647 or emailing 
e-cycleNYC@dsny.nyc.gov. Pick-up is 
guaranteed within �ve business days.

DEPM's long-term staff and cost-savings are two of the 
things that set us apart from other firms in the industry. 
Pictured here are VP Toni Hanson, CFO Harris Bornstein, 
President Jim O'Connor, and VPs Peter Lampen and Elly 
Pateras. Listen to more on our videos at bit.ly/DEPMvideo.

Buildings of 50 or more units will be 
provided with a locked storage bin in 
which to collect electronics for pick-up 

• Be sure to check on elderly and 
handicapped residents

• Clean A/C unit �lters

• Check A/C brackets to be 
sure they are safe

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!

within three business days of contacting 
the e-cycle program. Properties with 250 
or more units can contact the City to 
schedule e-cycleNYC events on the 
premises, and inform residents of when 
and where to bring their electronics for 
pick-up. According to the City’s website, 
data on electronic devices will be fully 
erased by e-cycleNYC as part of the 
recycling process if you live in an eligible 
building.

The City will pick up large electronic 
devices including TVs, VCRs, DVRs, DVDs, 
cable and satellite boxes, video game 
consoles, computers and peripherals such 
as hard drives and keyboards, printers, 
scanners, fax machines. They will also pick 
up small devices such as tablets, mobile 
phones, MP3 players, and iPods. 
Visit nyc.gov/electronics for more 
information about the new electronics 
recycling regulations.

What makes DEPM stand out from the 
crowd? According to company President 
Jim O’Connor, “Clearly, what separates us 
from other management �rms is our 
people. Fully 180 of our 240-plus 
employees have been with us for over 15 
years.”

Toni Hanson, Vice President of 
Management adds, “We attract great 
managers and I think it’s because we have 
a wonderful support group. And because 
of that our clients stay with us for a long 
time. I personally have one client that has 
been with us since the 1950’s. And we’re 
very proud of that.”

In a recent video, Jim O’Connor also talks 
about how DEPM is able to save our clients 
considerable amounts of money: 
“Our central purchasing department 
consistently buys supplies at �ve to 15 
percent lower than our competition. We 
also purchase insurance for our buildings. 
We have two competing master insurance 
programs, each of which o�ers umbrella 
liability coverage of $150 million 
aggregate per building.”

When it comes to energy savings, he adds, 
“We have demonstrated recurring savings 
of over $3 million a year for the last three 
years.”

In our Energy Savings video, Peter 
Lampen, Vice President + Architect for 
DEPM, adds, “A good example of the kind 
of savings measures that we’ve been able 
to implement, which save energy costs for 
the buildings and reduce their long-term 
capital expenditures, as well as bene�t the 



City and the environment through carbon 
reduction, are boiler conversions. This has 
represented a signi�cant savings to 
buildings.”

To view the videos in their entirely, visit our 
YouTube channel at bit.ly/DEPMvideo.

As of January 2015 these electronics 
can’t be discarded in the trash.

TV’s monitors computers tablets/
e-readers

video game
consoles

laptops small servers printers/
scanners

fax 
machines

cable/
satellite boxes

MP3
players

VCR’s DVRs/
DVD players mice keyboards

• Be sure to check on elderly and 

Hot Weather 
Reminders


